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EXT.PONDEROSA DAY FULL SHOT LIITTLE JOE, AﬁAM

They are on horseback and in the process of rounding up a
couple of strays, Both of them are wearing sheep jackets
buttoned high against the weather. After a moment‘ they pinch
the two strays to a halt between them.

ADAM :
You take those two back, Little
Joe. 1’11 take a lock the other
gide of the hill, see if there‘re
any nore strays.

LITTLE JOE
You be comin' alcng afier
that?

ADAM
IF I don*t find any, I'm liable %o
be back and sitting by the fire before
you get those two into the corral.

He wheels, and s¥arts riding o.s. Little Joe lcoks after him,
then heads the strays out.

ZXT. GULLY CLOSE SHOT

We see a pair of hands linked by an iron chain, which is

gtrytched taut over & swall boulder. A harnd grlﬁp* 18 8 rotk
thrusts intc FRAME, and smeshes the rock dewn on the cheln.

Sparks fly from the chain, but i% still holds. CAMERA PULLS

BACK TO REVEAL three men hunched together in the zully.

They are drsased in qcmied and vramble-torn arny fatigues. Painted
on the back of each of their Jackets is a lLargs "P" fc; prisonar.
The three are: SUTION, a sncckj sallsw faced max of about 273
TYLER, a gocd~Looking bay cf about 233 end MERTZ, who is hulking¢
dim-witted and basically harmlgss unless he is roused. It ig Mertz
whose hands are chained. Tyler is the one who has been trying e

9,

releage him.

SUTTCHN ‘
Why don’t you give uv. You
get these things cff.

711
~ "
L4 Never

TYLER
We can try —-

SUTTON {impatisatly)
Much gocd as 1it°11 do -— Tyler;
he's slowing us down. Bolten's bcund
to’ve picked up our ftracks by news

MERTZ
You ain’t gonna leave me, Sutton?
You wouidn't never do that.

' TYLER
We'rs not leaving you.

SUTTCN
We ought to, you stupid ocaf. If you
hadr't killed that stockade guaxrd,
Belton wouldn‘t have found CLt ab"1t
for another day- _
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CONTINUED:
NERTZ
Y never meant %o kill ‘im. Just
vay 'im back some for what he
done to ms. )

TYLER
It's done now. Stretch your hands.

EXT.HILL TRUCKING SHOT ADAM

as he rides. From & distance comes the SOUND ©of HAMMERING. He
REACTS, then spurs forward. _ .

EXT.GULLY CLOSE SHOT MERTZ

He is straining his arms apart, +trying to bresk the chain.
CANERA PULLS BACK. Sutton lLooks on with annoyance.

SUTTON
We passed you the key. Ought to
have know you wouldn’t have brains
to 8o nothin'® but lose it.

MERTZ
Maybe over to your friend's plecs you
sald you was ftakin' us. Maybe there'd
be a chisel or somethin® there.

SUTTON
Sure. We l)l just walk in and tel
her you always go round wearin' chains.

TYLER {reacting)
Her? -~ Sutton, you never said
your friend was & givl.

In answer, Sutton smiles egotisticslly ard with a slight lesr,
but his expression changes suddenly as a horse is HEARD
approacking from ¢o.s. They freeze.

MED, CLOSE SHOT - ADAM

He dismcuuts end moves cautiously into the gully with his gun
drawn. Suddenly. Mertz' hands locm into FRAME, g3 he loops his
cuff chains around Adam'se neck and drags him to the ground.
CANERA PULLS BACK, ag Sutton lunges in &t Adum and smashes &
rock acrcgs the back ¢f his head. He is about to hit him again.,
wher. Tyler grabs his arm.

TYLER
You want a dead body for Captain
Bolton? Mertz, stris his Jjacket
cff, And quick. We've got to move.

LNOTHER ARGLE SUTTON AND TYLER

SUTTON
What’re we gonna do with Mertz?

 TYLER
We'll have to hide him out till
we can get the chain off.



- 6 CORTINUED:
P SUTTON
L/ Suppose...dust suppese now, Bolton
wes to find part of what he's huntin'...?
(glences meaningfully toward Mertz)

TYLER {understandis; glves X
- Sutton 8 scathing looks then:)
We broke out together -We'll face what .
ccmes together.

SUTPTOR (easy shrug)
Sure..duet so long as it don't include
goin' bhack to Bolton's stockade -~cause
nopcdy s gonna put we back in that
stink-hole ~~ nol alive anyway.

Adem GROANS slightly, end shteris groggily ftrying to get %o his
Teet. Reacting instinctively, Tyler snatches up Adan’s fallen
gun, and smeshes the dbutt of 1t acrgss the vack o2 Adam’e head.
Ldem drops face dowr:: and unconselous.

CLOSE SHOT TYIER

-J

With a momentary twing of self-revulsion, he stares dcwn at
the gun in his hand; then he ugudckly s.oves it into his waistband.

_ TYLER
A11 right., let's move.

FADE OUT:

;
ACT I
PADE IN: o
8 EX7.PONRDEROSA RANCH HOUSE -~ DAY
Egtablishing.
DISSOLVE THROQUGH TO:
S INT ,RANCH HQOUSE FULL SHOT

HOSS is seated at the table building an intricate house of
cards. He is silently intent on what it is doing. Little Joe
stands by the fire warming himself. He seeme somewhat bored,
as he watches Hoss carefully lay another card on the houss.

. LITTLE JOE (smiles)

Q/) Always knew you were good for some-

B thing, Hoss. Just that I didn't figure
. it would turn out to be bulilding houses

! out of cards.

. . HOSS :
i Shh! I only got four more carde to go.
I'm going to make it this time for avra.
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CONTINUED:

Little Joe crosses to the table and loocks over Hoss' shoulder.
A slight, impish smile comes across his face.

LITTLE JOE
You know, I'm proud of you,Hoss.

HOSS
You have to breathe so hard when
you talk? This house'll come down.

LITTLE JOE
But when I say I'm proud...
{(hitting the "P")
I mean 1I'm proud.

With the stress on the "i*¥ g whoosh of air knocks the house of
cerds dowmn- -

HOSS (wailing)
Hey!!!

LACTHER ANGLE TO INCLUDE BEN

9 he ENTERS from the rear of the house, slapping wind dust
from his hat.

BEN.
You round up them strays, Little
coe?

LITTLE JOF .
Just two of ‘em, Pe. Breought ‘er
iu and caecked ‘em off on the ﬁoue
sheet.

BEN (looks about)
Vhere's Adam thent

LITDLE ¢OE
He s&id Le'd be comin' right along.

HOSS (%0 Little Joe! _
You was over nsar the line next to0 the
Oakes r&mch9 wasn't you? hay e he took
a netion to go sece lilss Nedde.

LITTLE JOE
Not Léam.

' BEN
Woulédn®t distress me any if one of
you did spark to Nedda some. She's a
fine girl, and handsome too.

HOSS {putting cn)
What about Little Joe here? He'd
meke & fine husband for Miss Nedda.

He turns asgide from. Little Joe; and gives Ben a big winke-
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' 10 CONTINUED:

BOSS {continuing)

ft> %ou could arrenge the whole thing,
. Qo

BEN
Yeeh, I guess I could at that.
(playing along)
What do you figure be best, Hoss =~
to hold the wedding here or in town?

LITTLE JOE
Weit a minute! I ain®t marrying nobody.

BEN
Don't you think Nedda's pretty?

LITTLE JOE
Yeah, she's pretty, but -—-

HOSS
And she's got the makin's of one of
the best horse ranches in this part
¢ the ccuntry, Her Pe left it to her
free and clear. It's &1l in her name,
Little Jcsa.

s s gy

LITTLE JOE
) I don't care: I Just don't plan on
~ gettin'® married -~ not yet anyhow.
. - BEN (to Hoses)
£ He'll change his mind.
ROSS

Sure he will. And we’re all going Ho
be proud o him.

HE begins LAUGHING, {then bresks off, es the SCUND of horses is
HEARD from outside.

LITTLE JOE
That‘s prodvably Adam right now-

HOSS
Sounds like mere then one to me.
ANOTHER ANGIE BDR
a8 ne looks cut & front window.

BER
Scldiers...Now that's strangs..-

:-(

j-—.l

- As he turns and starts crossing toward the Lfront door, a KNOCK
' 58 HEARD. Ben cpens the door, REVEALIRG Captain JAMES BOLTON.
He is a solidly built man of abeut forty, whose carriage is
sguare shouldered and rigid. Everything about him is cold but
impeccably correct, his uniform. his bearing, his attitude.

BOLTON

B am Mrand vt plnde ©

O

e,
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ANOTHER ANGLE

SHOOTING OUT PAST Bolton, a&as he nods crisply to Ben, then
turns to look back at three troopers who are waiting in front
of the ranch house on their horses.

BOLTON (barking it)
Detail, dismount. Stand to
your horses.

He turns back 4o Ben and strips the riding glove ¢ff his right
hand. (NOTE: It is obvioue from the way he takes the glove off
that his left hand is hopelessly stiff and useless). He offers
his bared right hend to Ben, who takes it.

BOLTON
Captein James Bolton, provisional
barracks, Fort Dayton.

BEN
Well..won't you come in,Captain?

BOLTON
Thank you.

FUOLL SEOT
8s he steps inside and Ben closes the front docr bekind him.

BEN (gesturing)
1'd like you to meet my souns.
Hoss. Little Joe.

Eolton nods guickly to each of them in turn. Ben, almost as if
hoping t¢c ease the Captain's etiff attitude. begins trying to
meXe conversation. :

BEN
¥ guess you Army peopie‘ve got your
hands full these days , what
with the Cheyenne uprisinge.

BOLTON _

Fort Dayton is a2 Casuale post.
HOSS

Casuals post -~ what's thet?
BOLTOR

A place for trocps not deemed
fiv for line duty.

The way he seys it rather embarr&sses the Cartwrights.

BER
Well, the least we can do is
cffer ycu and your men out there
some coffee. It's pretty cold out
toay. Little Joe, you hustlie Hop
Sing out with a hot pot ¢f ccffee.

BOLTON (sharply)
Aandeny

e mawn oA A




13 CONTINUED:
His tone, which is essentially that of & command, stops Little Joe.

HOSS
On duty here? This is the s
Ponderosa. You must’ve got ' ?
yourselves lost, Captain.

BOLTON
Hardly. I'm trailing three
deserters who esceped from
ny stockads. .

BEN
Did ycu say your stcckade,
Captain?

BOLTON
I commend it.

" LITTLE JOE
You figure they‘re scmewhers
out this way?

BOLTON
Thelr trail led toward YOur land.

LITTLE JOE
I sure ain‘t seen no sign of
anybody. You Hoss?

HOSS
Nops.

¢
i
i
i

BCLTON
No sign of tracks..campfire..
trappled brush?...

Lit%tis Joe and Hosg shake their heads.

BOLAOR
That's odd.

BEN
Why odd, Captzin? This is a big
stretch of land. Three msn could
loze themselves in it easy encugh.

BOLTOR
Perbans“n
(looks eboa1)
Who elee is in the house with
you now?

BEN
Our cock, Hop Sing.
amusedg
You don't think we're h*alng the
three men you're looking for,
do you?

Bolton, almost pointedly ignoring the gquestion, continues looking
gearchingly about the room.
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CONTINUED: . ,
BOLTON , ?
It*'s not within my province ¢
think one way or the other, Mr
Cariwright.

BEN
I'11 save you the trouble of
thlnking about it, Captaln.
They're not here.

. BOLTON N
Then you'll have no objection
to my men searching this area.

BEN
Maybe I wouldn't have had any
five minutes ago, but I'm not so
sure now.

Bolton sneps around at him.

. BOLTON
Let me state the situation very
precisely for you, Mr.Cartwright.
We know that these three men have
come into this general arsa. It is
also quite obvious that they can not
hope to evade detection herc without
scme outside help. Anyone who aids
them in any way will be charged and
tried with obstructing military justice.

ANOTHER ANGLE - BEN
He glares at 3olton with angry annoyeance, but controls his temper.

BEN
Hoss; I think you'd better show
Capiain Bolton out.

HOSS
Sure, Pa, I’11 be glad to do Just
that.

Ls he starts to advance on Bolton, SOUNDS of commotion are
HEARD_from outsides.

_ CORPORAL'S VOICE
(callirg from 0.S8.)
Captain!
They react sherply, and mo#e toward the frent door.

CORPORAL'S VOICE (continuing)
We got a man out here, Captain!

CLOSE SHOT - RBOLTON

A hard, instinctively ruthless expression sete his features, and
he yanks out his pistol.



£ 16 - ANOTHER ANGLE

?(_A SHOOQTING THROUGHE the door toward the front pocrch. Two of the
S goldiers have hold of Adam, who shows the effects of his beating.
- Ben, Little Joe, Hoss and Bolton crowd into SCENE.

@ BEN
i LET him go. He's my son Adam.

9.

The soldiers hesitete.

L BEN {continuing)

-~ 4 L I said, let hinm go!

K _ &

The two soldiers glance toward Bolton, as if for instruciions.

gg ncds curtly, and they releasge Adam, Ben immediately takes
im,

BEN
What happened to you?

ADANM
I don’t know exactly. I heard a
noise. I started to look around.
Next thing I knew I was being
jumped.

BOLTOR (jumping at i%t)
Did you see their faces?

Ben starte shouldering Bolton aside and heading Adam into the house.

F BEN

We'll get you inside and take

a lock at those brulses., Little
Joe, get that bottle of Iliniment.

ADAM
I'm all right now, Pa.

-

3

INT.LIVING ROCM ~ FULL SHOT

f ]

er Ben end Hoss help Adam into a resting position. Ben carefully
Jooks him over %0 see how badly he has been hurt.

BER ‘
Well, not ap bad ag it could'wv
been.

Little dce enters SCENE carrying the liniment. He hands it 4o
Ber, who starts epplying iv to Adex‘’s bruises.

BOLTON {impatiently)
The uen who essaulted you --
Could you tell if there were
three of them?

~ ADAM '
: ' There were at leagt two of them,
because sort of dim in the back of
my head I could hear them arguing
over whether to kill me or not. Could‘ve
been a third,but I'm nct sure.
(flinching)

. -
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17 CORTINUED:
HOSS

Looks like they tried to club

your head clean open -~ and for

no reason at all, Pa, seems like

go me there ought to be gome settlin’

one.

BEN
There will be.
{veat) .
You bandage Adam up and get him
into bed.

- HOSS
I figured on goin' after them
bushwackers with you, Pa.

BEN
Little doe knows the spot he end
Adem were riding strays.

LITTILE JOE
I'm ready when you say, Pa.

18 TWO SHOT - BEN AND BOLTON
as Ben crosses the room to teke wp his gunbelt.

BOLTON
If these are the three men I'm
after, they bvelorg 1o me.

BEN
I think we'd better get something
gtraight, Captain. Thies is my land
you're on. And that’s my son over
there who was embushed. I'1l settle
it my way. Now, if you want to come
along with us, all right. But you
ride where I say, and you ride bshind
me. Otherwise, take your men and get
¢cff the Ponderosa.

A pauce; as Bolton stares back at him. A slight wavering in
his attitude indicates there ig nothing he can dc but accept
Ben's terms-

- BOLTON
And if they are the men I'm
after?
BEN

You can 8ecife that after I'm
done with them.

19 ANOTHER ANGLE

%alBen turns ahruptly and atarts out. Bolton and Little Joe
ollow.

TNTOOATII. MA .



EXT. WOODED GROUFD - DAY ~ FULL SHOT - SUTTON,TYLER,MERTZ

They push thelr way desperately ahead. then draw up by e
suall gulvert. .

ANGLE (STAGE)
As Sutton looke about, as if trying %o plek up his bearingso

SUTTON .
Let’s stop for a breather.

TYLER
You sure you know where yoa“r&
takirg us, Sutton?

SUTTCOR
You want to strike out on your
own, &o ahead. I'm not stoppin’
you, am I?

{Icoks offistudies iand,then; |
Rench is over that way, I think.
Yeah, X' sure of it. :

NERTZ
How you know they gonuna take us
in? _

SUTTOR

I %0ld you, I werkad there whsn
I was drifiin’® west a csupTe of
years beck. 1°d have stayed on
neyve, eycept ths ¢lé man thab
run 1t booted we off cavse his
daugnter tock 1o me.

{smiles)
But he died...I always tolid Redda
1'd e comin' back for her. Just
g littis scomey than I figured,
that’s all.

Turning, Mertz brushes against & tbacket¢ snd YELPS as
the orancara s¢creteh him.

SUTTOH-Econtinuing)'
Shut up!

MERTZ
Aint nethin’ sround 4o hear us
bt hoot owls and cravlies. And
Y don't like it nons eitherc..

SUTTOR
You 2in't ever kncwn enything
batter —--

MERTZ

KoY~-Qace in Omaha, when I won
stakes at farc, I weant to & big,
farcy hotel -~ red velvet svery-
where ...bregs kunobg o

{smilesz &t memory)
Ard I met me a womsn there...Huyece...
And she was sure encusgh a wamen_+nn.
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CONTINUED:
SUTTON
Yeeh...I'1l1 just bet she was
really somethin®,

MERTZ
You ain't puttin’® a lie to me,
are you, boy? -

SUTTONR
And 1f I was?

They are on the verge of sguaring off, as Tyler steps
between them and roughly shoves them apaxé.

TYLER
Cut 1t out! Both of you. That's
&n oxder.

SUTTON (reacte.then amilee)
"That's an ¢rder.” You hear hin,
Mertz? Only you ain't an offiecar
nc mere, Tyler. So maybe you better
forget about issuin’ crders.

{stuéies him)

I still don't figure you out.
Meriz hore wes facing the gallows.
Ne, I had five yeare lef% 4o serve.
But you bad meybe six monthe b0 do
and you®d have been free. Sc¢ why
rigk your neck breaking out!?

TYLER
My reascong don’t concern you.

SUTTON
Marhe. . . Maybe not.
{locks off} '
You two hole up here, and I°Ll =zee
if 4%’ clear up &t that girlts
place,

TYIER
I'11 go with you, Suttcn —=<

SUTTON (beat; then:)
411 xight. .
{(iudicates Nertz)
But net him. Fedda might scers
off. if she peen hiw paradin’
vy In chaias. '

TYLER {coneiders, ther to
Mertz)}
He'e xight. You'd better lie low
till we can get soms othksr clothes
and something %o vry those chalns
of? with.

WERTZ
You gonne come back for sure though.
You give me your Bidle word om i%7

[}
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20A CORTINUED:
TYLER
You have my word.

SUTTON (t¢ Tyler)
If you're comin‘, then let's
BoVe o

Sutten and Tyler stert off, while Merts heade inbe the culveri.

21 EXT.OFEN GROUHD - FULL SHOT - BEW, LITTLE JOE, BOLTON
They ride out of the area of the gully where Adam wes ambushed.

LITTLE J0O%
They’d have headed coff that way.
Pae or slge we'd have seen some
sign ¢f them.

EEN '
Yeaeh, Prebebly kept 0 the creek
bedc Turning 4ry now...but the banh
would still bs soft enough tc leave
prints.

L]

He spurs kiz horse forwerd, and the gthers follow bhis leed.

DISSOLVE TO:

ZL4 EXT. CULVERT ARZA -~ P.O.V. SHOY -~ DAY

Ar the rilers &pproach from the distance.

22 EXT., CULVERT - CLOSE SKOT - KERYZ
Fe buddles c¢o0ld and shivering irn the culveri. Froem 0.5. the
SOURZ of hersee, iasn .hdistAuct VOICES, is HEARD. He renmcte
with fesx.

Z24 EXT,.CULVERET AREA ~ DAY

The riders gallop in, pull %o a helt.

o

23 EZT CULVZRT - FULL SHCT - LITELE J0E, BER, HOLTON,SQLDIER
Little Jous points toward the bank.
LITTLE J0F

Soemebody'e come Ly here -- axud
net %00 long age.

ny
ESY

ANQOTHER ANGLE « BOLTOR
He turns t¢ Jook tack at nhis mexn.

BOLTON
Spregd out. Searci every spat thet'e
big ercugh to hide eny of theme
{tc¢ Ber, sarcastic
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14.
CLOSE SHOT - MERTZ

With the pure, inmstinctive fear of & hunted animal, he hunches
bask soundlessly, as we see the legs of one of the scldie¥®s
orossing the FRAME l1un front of him.

FULL SHOT

ee the group spreades out and searches the ground.

MED.SHOT ~ MERTZ | .

as one of the soldiers apprecaches his hiding spot. He tenses,
end Just &s the seldie® ig sbout %o dlscover him, h@ lashes i
with hie chein, end clubs the scldier tc the ground. The soldlaxr
menesges & startled cry. Terrified now, Mertz breaks and starta

ranning .

ANOTHER ANGLE — BER

He epotes Martz, and blocke his way. Meriz flails at him with the
chain. Ben &ucks* belés him in ths stomschk, thern loys him out
with & blow %o ths chin. He spots Bolton appreaching with &
drawn pistol.

BER
You can put your gun away,Japtain.

Bolton crosmes to Nevtz, turns him over with hie foot, andé
peers dovwn &t hig face, '

BOLTOR

That's ons of then.

(Zorzally!
I char$e a1d hereby srrest this

s for Hmown end sneciilc orimes
aea;nst the articles of war.

“{%o0 Ben)
He's s military rriponer ncw.

Hertz stizo groggily ewake,; and Folton turns to ome of his men.
BOLTON

Gorperal, teke the pricomer in
charze. _

Thie corpcral moves forwerd and pullis Hertz to his feet.
CLWZARA NOVES IN. am EBolton sterts *c gueeticn him.
BOLTON o
‘haore‘re the othsr two, Merve?
\b@@ai‘ )

1711 ask you agein, where ere they?

Be cuffs hir with & backhanded slap. There are resctions from
Ben and Litvle Joe.

- MERTZ
I don't know. And if I aid,
I wouldn't tell you, not 1f you
veat me to deataq
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O 28 CONTINUED:
BOLTON

. You put a »loteh on my record,

' Morte, and I intend to erase it.

! It's golng to be & while bafere
you hang. How would you like to
spend ‘every second of that time
in the hot box?

Mertz reacts, but menages to remain silent.

BOLTON (continuing) ‘
Yhere are {they?

MERTZ ‘
I don’t know. We spllt 0ff w-
(twrns to Ben)
I'm tellin® the truth, mister.
I pwear it.

Bolton starts to ﬁit Mertz again, but Ben catches his amm.

' BEN
He might be telling $he truth,
Captain «-

Boliton stares at Ben, then smiles Blightly,

BOLTON _

Of course ~- if he knew where the :
others were he'd have poured it out.
Becauss he's scum, and scum alwaya
breaks.

(whips eround at Mertz)
Ien*t that right,Mertz? -- Or have
you forgetten what it was like in
the hot box.?

- MERTZ
Some day aomabody 8 gonna get you
yet, you butoher!

BOLTON (oockily)
But net you, Mertz. I ean assure
you of that.

He nods to the corporal, who sterts dragging Mertz off.

MERTZ
NO! =- I'4 rather die than go
back to that het box!

As he continues %o struggle with the corporal. Bolton slips
. bis foot out, half tripping Nertz, whe stumbles forward off
{0 balance. Bolton pulls his gun, and is about to fire point-
~ blank into Mertz' back, when Bsn hits his arm, causing the

shot to go wild. .

BEN
You canft kill & man Just like
that!

Balton starea at him. slowly resumes his self-~control. puts.
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30

CONTINUED:

ANOTHER ARGLE -
aleo contrdlling bhis anger. ‘ 4

,16.9, o

BOLTON _
The prisoner was attempting to
escape. You're e witness to that.

EEN

BEN . .
And I'm a witness to the fact that )
you deliberately attempted to murder
that man. Bolton, I'm going to see
to it that my goed friend, Colonel
Metcalf at Fort Dayton, knows edactly
vhe kind of cofficer he has in his
cormand.

The two men stars tightly at each other,then suddenly Bolton
whips around, turns badk to his horse.

FADE IN:

FADE OUT.

ACT TWO

EXT.NEDDA®S YARD -~ NIGHT - FULL - TYLER AND SUTTON

They peuse in the mocnlight and lock around. Sutton wears
Adam's sheep Jacket.

They mo%e oft.

TYLER
Hice ranch.
 SUTTON

Wait’ll you see the gal who
lives on it.

TYLER '
We'd better get cleaned up first.
Scare her half to death ir we
vialked in on her this way.

: SUTTON
Scare her? I guess you didn‘’t
listen ¢Ho? when I told you about
her.We were real €lose,Nedde and me.
(bveat)
It ain’t her I‘m werried about. It's
her pa...
(1looks around)
The stable's over thers.
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EXT. STABLE - NIGHY - FULL -~ TYLER AND SUTTOR

As they make their way to the stadle. Sutton opsus the
door, and the two men go inslda.

INT.STABLE - NIGHT - MEDIDM

Sutton f£inds a lantern om the wall and lights it.

SUTTON
Shut the door!

Tyler obeys.

ENQOTHER AKRGLE - FULL SHOT
Sutton locke avound and spies a water basin.

SUTTON
There's what we want.

He crosses towards it. Hanging on & nail, is e work shirsg,
which Sutton takes off and tosses gt Tyler.

' SUTTON
Put this om...Help you look
human egein.

He looks around at Tyler who is squatting at one of the gtalls,
looking at & foal.

TYLER
Good=looking colt. The m@ther
nust hage died. He neede care.

‘Suttcn who is washing. glances over at Tyler.

SUTTON :
This is a fine time to be
fusgin® over horses.

TYLER
1 sometimew prefer them to
people.

SUTTOR i
What’s thet suppesed to mean?

TYLER
Just & general statement of
philosophy. : .
Tyler starts to put on the work shirt over his prison outfit.
Sutton glances &t himself again in the mirror, then smiles as
he slicks down his hair.

SUTTOR
T'd like to see Butcher Bolton's
face right ncow! Probably hunting
us halfway ecrcoss the Sierra.

NN —
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TYLER
I deoubt that. Be's a sadist,
but he was one of the Best Indian
trackers in the Army.

SUTTON (tries to leugh it off)
¥e’re not Indiauns...
{serious) .
Besides, after we hole up here a-
coupla days. they'll probably quit
looking for us.

TYLER
Rot Bolton.

SUTTON
Ail right, not Bolton, maybe -
‘but the brass. They won't f&gare
wo're worth the trouble. You're an
cfficer -~ you know how they think.

TYLER
T was an officer.

He crosses t¢ the basin and uses the water and mirrer to
ccub his heir.

TYLER (continuing?
That girl of yeurs...You’vs been
gone for twe years --= how do you :
knew ghe hasn't married or something?—-

SUTTOR {cocky)
I know!
{smiles)
Like to mske & little bet on it?

TYLER
You already have -~- your life.

SUTTOR
Yourg, too -~ and don’t you
forget i%.

Prom outside, they HEAR the SOUND of scmeone opening the door.
Sutten motione Tyler intc shadows, then he stands behind the doorb

AROTHER ANGLE

as NEDDA OAKES, & handsoms strong-Teatursed zirl of about 22,
enters. She is wearing dungarees. Shz ¢rosses to the atall where
the foal is. As she takes a blanket and spreads it over the foal,
Sutton siips up behind her and puts his hande over her eyes. She
Junps up, CRIES OUT and starte to struggle as he siipe his arms
about her. But ae she turns snd sees his face her mosd changes te
one ¢f surprise and shock.
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CONTINUED:
NEDDA
Jimmy! -~ Jimmy, it's you! -~
But what are you doing here?
where =7

Sutton touches her lips gently, stllling her, then draws hsx
into his arme and kisses her. After an instant she responds
passionately and clings to him.

SUTTON (laying it on)
I told you I'd be coming back. )

NEDDA
Jimmy, I thought ~- I thought
maybe you'd forgetten me.

SUTTON
Porgotten? You think I*d ever
forget you, Nedda?

As he starts to kXiss her she sees Tyler and REACTS.

SUTTOR
Oh, thet's my partner. I°ve $0ld
hir all about you -~ now he can
see everything I said was true.

(expansively)
Right, Tyler? «- Isn't she & honey?
TYLER

You never even got close, Sutton —-
Miss, 1'n pleased to know you.
Tyler's my name -- Pawnl Tyler.

SUTTON (laughs)
Nigs? ~- Her name’s Nedds.
Call Ler Nedds. :

Nedda immediately senses something different in this other nan;
his maxaner and speech.

KEDDA (to Tyler)
How do you do?...¥You're ia the
Army with Jimmy?

- DYLER
Well, not exactly...

SUTTON (bresking in)
I left the Army. HNedda. Some tims
back -~ Tyier and I - we've been
prospecting together...

NEDDA
Oh, I see...Jimmy, why didn't you
and Mr. Tyler come right up to the
house? —- What were you doing here?

SUTTOR
We have a ot of trail dirt on us,
honey -- we wanted tc get cleaned
up before we barged iz-..



34 Continued: NEDDA
That‘s not fair, ie it, Jimmy
-~ and your getting prettied up
and not giving me any warning.

~ SUTTON
Honey, you look wonderful ~-
Just beautiful.

She bagks in the compliment.

TYLER
I think I*1l take & walk
outside.

NEDDA
That's not necessary.

: - TYLER
I'd like & little air.

SUTTON
‘Walt a minute.
{to Nedda)
I guess your father's in the
house.

NEDDA
He died, Jimmy -- over & year
ago.

L SUTTON
- Thet®s a real sheme -~ I'm sure
¢ : BOYTY. :
' {veat) -
¥he's taking cere of the place?

NEDDA
Just my hired man - Charlie,
but he'a in town for the week.

SUTTON {mepressing relief)
Tga¥°s awful, you bsing alony like
that.

: TYLER
I°1]l be outeide.
{exite)

35 SHOT - SUTTON AND NEDDA

SUTTON
Haey, honey - you gure lock
good to MWE. ..

NEDDA
Jimmy, why didn‘t you ever
write me?

es he kisses her again.

.w-\
k/’
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) 35 CONTINUED:
: NEDDA (& touch of
. reoriminetion)

(i) ‘ I ¥now how it is...but do you?
| - Walting for letlers that never

come! Looking down the rcad fer
somebody to ride up...After a whils
you quit hoping -- you evsn stop
dreeming.

SUTTON : ‘
I didn®t stop. That's all that kept
me going. Kedda, I'm gonna make up
for all the leost %ime.

KEDDA

I'm not sure you cen...
- SUTTON

Let me try!

He pulle her close and starts o kiss her on the mouth. She
resists a moment, then finally clings tc him.

DISSOLVE TO:
36 INT. METCALF’S OFFICE -~ DAY ~ MED.SHOT

Ben faces COLONEL METCALP, a carecer officer of about 50,
whoe seems reasonable, dediceted and competent.

METCALF
f Bens, I've known you & lomng time,
but I can't accept these chargee

you meke ageinst Captain Boliton --
not without proof.

BEN
%hat kind of proef do yow want?

METCALP
At the moment, it's your woerd
egainat his.

BEN
Wnet did he tell you¥ That Mertz
was trying to escape?

METCALF
That's what his report seyvs.

BEN
Have ycu spoken to Mertz? Have
you goetton his eide ¢f the story?

- METCALF
: ' I would have done s9, ©f course.
Unfortunately, Private Mertz is deed.

BER
Dead?o L




¥ 36 CONTINUED:

. METCALF
: He attacked a guard in the stockade
P lagt night. During the ensuing
N struggle he was killed.
BEN

And you belleve that? You really
beslieve that?

MBTCALF
Why shouldn't I believe 1t7 = 1 '
heve the werd of an officer to that
effect.

BEN '
Colonel; how meny men have died in
Captain Bolion's stockade?

METCALF
There are deaths in every stockads,
They are not necessarily the resg-
pensibility of the cfficera in cherge.

BEN (standing)
Colonel, if you choose to ignore
the facts ~=

KETCALT (standing too)
T don't ignore them, Ben -~ I kaow
; them, perheps & little better Than
you do. Captain Bolton is an officer
B With & distinguished recourd, commerded
¢ geveral times for bravery in action.
‘ Parhaps yow ncticed his hand. He was
captured and tortured by the Sloux.

BER
The Sioux are sevages. Capiain Beltcn
gupposed to be e civilized,
responsible man.

There's & XHNOCK at the door.

KETCALYF
Conme in.

Thne docr opesus and Bolton comes in

BOLTOW
The Cclonel. sent for me?

KETCALP
You know Mr. Cartwright?

) BOLTON
Yaes, I do, sir.

METCALF
Captain Bolton, Mr. Cartwright has
made ceritain charges againsi you.
I thought you should be here t¢

AafPanR wnnrasel?
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- CONTINUED:

Ban turns and

ne
fas
>

BOLTON
I'm aware of Nr. Cartwright's
chargss. The Colomel kuows that
ny behavior has been and always
will be strictly according to Araoy
regulations.

BER
There’s n¢ reguletion to cover .
the killing of prisonsrs.

BOLTON
Mr.Cartwright, maybe you don't
know who you're defending. Private
Hertz killed a feliow soldier in &
brawl over & card game. &g for Sutton,
ha sttempted an armed robbery of an

LTmy payroll.

METCALF
Ben, this is a Casuals post. I den't
know whethsr you realize that -- If'a
mede up of cutcasts and mislfits.

EEN
But they're still mon, and as such
entitled to certain minimum
standsrde of treatment.

: BOLTON
That's exactly what they get -
certvaln mininum gtendayds -~
{reveals himself) ,
-= gnd 1f you feel you have 4o
blesd your heart over these cowsrds,
nurdersrs and thieves, I pity you.!

METCALF
That'll be ell, Ceptain.
BOLTCR
Sorry. 8ir —
 METCALF

Ben, I respect your opinions and
yoeur judgment, bult this is the Army,
and I have %o siand behind Ceptain
Bolton.

BEN (containing axnger)
I wnderstand -~ Good day, Colonel.

METCALF
Good day ~--

goes out.

BOLTON { to +ths Colcnel)
Thark you, sir.
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CONTINUED: ‘ ¢
NETCALF
Captain, I chofe my words care-
fully in front of Mr.Cariwright,
but your conduet has been brought
into quession. If there is the
plightest indication of eny trans-
gresgion of regulations on your vpart,
I'11 see that you are investigated and,
if the facte so warrant, court-martialed.
Is that understoed?

BOITON \
Yes, &ir.

METCALP
Thet®s all.

BOLTON
With the coicnel’s psrmission. I
regusst leave to return %o the
Pondercsa with & detail of men.

NETCALF
That's private land, Capiain.We
can’t sgarch it without permission
cf the owner, or an order from a
civilian court.

v " BOLTON

I've glready cbtelined the required
court order, frcm the Pederal
District Court in this Territory.

METCALF
By what sutherity?!

BOLTON
Judge~advocate genergl’s manual
of procedure., Article 39. "When in
pursuit of known deserters, the
pursuing c¢fficer shell be desmed in
~command, eand where time is of the
esegonce he ghall initiste and take
such sleps as are necessary to
apprehend the salid deserters.

METCALF
Requept granted ~~ Bui, if I were you,
Captain, I*d remember the warning I
gave you. I1'd remember it very care-
fully. :

Bolton snaps to at‘cention,'s&luteag exits.
DISSOLVE TO:

INT. FEDDA'S XJTCHEN - DAYA- FUZL SEOT

- Tyler and Sutton, who has shaved now, are finishing break-
fast. Nedda, who has & dress on and fixed her hair, is across
the room gettirg coffes Tfrom the stove. Sutton, who seems in
buoyant spirits, watches her with a smile, then turns %o¢



03T - CONTINUED:

o SUTTON

;ﬁ\ What do you think of her?
o Pretty special, huh?

Nedde crosses back tc the table and pours ccffee. Sutton
puts bis hand intimately on her arm.

SUTTON
- That was great, honey. A good
meal makes a man feel like he
belongs.

Nedde starits to clear the plates from the table. She hesitates
over Tyler’s plats.

NEDDA
You hardly touched your food.

TYLER
I guese I spent too much time
eating Army chow.

REDDA
Ay chow?

Sutton irmedistely covers with a emile.

SUTTON
i _ He wag in the Army oo -- before
we started the prospecting.

H 4 ENOCK is heard on the back door.

e ey SUETON (continuing)
'8 TnatyY ==

NEDDA
I den’t know who it could de
at this hour.

Sutton catches Nedde's arm as she starts tcward the door.

SUTTON
Nedda honey. would yon do me &
favor? Don't say erxything ebout
Ty’er and me being here.

NEDDA
Why*t

SUTTOR
Covld he we hit & big silver strike.
It’s best nchedy knows about us ~-

f;) ' not yet. You understand.
Before Nedda can answer, there’s ancther KNOCK. She crosses
to door.
38 MED.SHOT - AT DOOR

as Reddse opans the door to raveal Hess.
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CONTINUED:
NEDDA (surprised)
Hoea, Good morning.

HOSS
You sure look fine thls morning,
Miss Nedda -~ that dress and all.

NEDDA
Well, thank you, Hoss.

HOSS
Don't mean to alerm you. but Pa
thought you ought to know —-- there's
& couple of Army priscrsrs on the loose.

NEDDA
Army prisoners?

HOSS
There were three -— but they caught
one.

REACTION SHQT ~ SUTTON
He pulls out his gun.

BACK TO SCENE
Nedda seems distracted. Hoss puzzles over her slightly.

HOSS
Nobody®s been around? I mear you're
ell rignt, ein't you, ma'en?

NEDDA (quiockly)
Ye¢s8, ycs -~ I'd ask you in for
coffee, but «-
(hesitates}
-= the stove, 1it's rnot working right.

KOSS (ready to go inside)

Oh, that’s too bad, Niss Nedds.
Meybe I could fix it for you.

REACTION SHOT - SUTTON
Ho ssts bhimself with gun.

BACK TO SCENE
Nedde is trylng to block Hoss' way without appearing ruds

KNEDDA
Thanks, Hoss, but it's not really
broken -- just & little hard to
handle -~ Thanks for stopping by -~

HOSS

Vassfma arma wranlina nll »8 ohe P
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CONTINUED:

217

NEDDA
1'm fine -~ just fine, Hoss.

HOSS
Well then, I guess I'll hoid
back, Miss Neddas -—

He hesitetes, then turns and starts toward his horse. Neddé
watches him, then oloses the door.

FULL SHOT

He gene?

. Sutton still holds the gun.

SUTTON

Nedda ncds. He turns t¢ put the gun awsy, then catches her lack,

TWO SHOT - NEDDA

SUTTON (innccently)
You can't ever be sure esbout
people, honey. We heard about
those Army prisoners, toc. It
might have been one of them.

NEDDA
It might have been ...
(beat; concerned)
Jimmy, just where were you

- prospecting?

SUTTOR
Up North a piece...Ain't that
right, Tyler?

TYLER

1 don’'t know, Sutton --
{shrugs)

Guess it is if you say so.

SUTTON
Sure it's right! ~- what’s got
into you!

AKD SUTTON

REDDA
Jimmy?.. .
{beat)
Ie i1t you they’re looking for?

SUTTON (beat)
Yea. But I was fremed. It’se &
long story. Nedda...You know me,
honey - I was wild; but I never
did anything dishonest.

NEDDA (worried) .
But breaking cut of prison. —-
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CONTINUED:

SUTTON

You'd have to know what it was
like. Beatings...starvation...

(gestures toward Tyler)
You know what happened to him?
Three weeks of the sweat box. He
was practically dead when they
dragged him out.

%To Tyler)
Tell her!

TYLER
Thet much is fruecs.

NEDDA
¥hy didn'’t you tell me &ll thle
lagt night?

SUTTON
I was golng %o, but -- I was afraid.

NEDDA _
Of me? -- You couln't have been
afreid of me, Jimmy.

SUTTON

That's what Butcher Bolton dces to
you. He mkes you fesl liks you're
an animal, g0 you're scared all
the time -~

(grips her shoulders)
Nedda, if you love me you‘ll help
us.

NEDDA
Wonat can 1 do?‘

SUTTON
Hide us out hers.

_'TYLPR
There's nc point dragging her into
thia Sutton. Let's get out while we
can.

SUTTON
Vhere to? They gct Mertz.
{softening)
Look, Tyler. we got & good thing
herg -~ &nd it's the oniy chance
we heve.

NEDDA
You cen both stay.
{(beat)
1 want you to...

28

Tyler glares et him for a moment, then startes to push p&st h:Lmo
Nedde tekes his arm.
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CONTINUED:
Tyler looks at her and nods...Then he tries to lighten the
moment by smiling.

TYLER
Well, if I'm going to stay, 1
¥now my way around horses. Maybe
I carn help you with some of the
chores.

NEDDA.
Thanks, but Charliie left things in
pretty good shape before he went to
Town.

TYLER .
Tell you ¢one thing thet’s not in
good shape. ~- that colt in
the barn.Think 111 have a look.

Ne¢dda nods her agreement, and Tyler turne and goes out.
Nedda lecks after him.

NEDDA (%o Sutton)
I've never met anyone quite
like him before.

SUTTON {appreising her)
You...you like him?

NEDDA

I don't know..I feel sorry for
him. I feel msorry for both of you.

{bveat)
Let's get some of Yhese dishes off
the tarle - if anyons came slong,
14 hate tc have to explain thrae
- for breakfast.

SUTTON (smiles)
Honey.you're talking my language.

She starss tc clear the table, and he helps her.
DISSOLVE TO:

EXT.CREEX AREA - DAY - FULL SEOT - BOLTON, DETAIL

Bolton and hie men are drawn up near the culvert where

- Mer%z hed hidden.

BOLTON
I want every inch of this ground
copbed. Corporal, teke half the
detail and start searching in that
direction. The rest ¢f you will fan
out this way with me.

CORPORAL
Yes Bir.e..Only, well, the way I
figure it, Captain, they could be
half over the Sierras and runnin®
for California by now.
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CONTIRUED:
' BOITON
They're here. I spent half ny
career tracking renegade Indlans..
You learn to sense your guarry.

CORPORAL
But that’'s different...These men
earen’t Indians, Captain.

BOLTON
There’s no difference. Animsls, !
savages, men like these ~= when
they're scared they run for the
first hole they can crswl iate. ALl
we have %o 4o is find that holé...
Step your man out,

CORPORAL
YES sir.

Ag the Corporal barks the command, the detail of scldiers
starts forward.

PADE OUT:

ACH
FADE IN:
INT .PONDEROSA - DAY - CLOSE SHOT - HOSS
He is eseated a&t the hearth, worried.

HQSS
I don't know, Pa—--=she seemsd all
right-~~but she was acting knd
of nervous~lika.

OUR SHOT PULLS BACK AND ADJUSTS %o include the rest of the
Cartwrighte, in the midst of a family counference.Adam shows
some of the marks of his beating.

£DAM
You meaxn her ncet letting you in
the house?

EOS8S
That, and ~~well, it's just someihing
you feel. I£f I éidxn’t know Nedda so
well, T'd say she wented to get rid of
me.

LITTLE J0E
If you were feelin® so much, why
didn®t you take & gonod look around
the place?

RCSS o
Little Brothey, I been kickin' myself
811l the wav homa for net dainzg 4uad +hat.
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BEN

I think we'd all better take

& goad look around her place.
ADAM (standing)

Suite me fine. I‘m getting

tired of being an invalid,
BEN

Adam, I'd rather you stayed here. )

 ADAM

But, Pa «=

BEN

With Captein Bolton end the dsserters
5111l in this area, we shouwidn’i
-leave the house unguardad.

ADAM (smile)
All right, I'1l hold the fors.

Ben pats him on the shoulder, and he snd the boye go oute
DISSOLVE T0:

INT.NEDDA'S KITCHEN ~ DAY -~ FULL

Nedda pours some wmilk into & pot on the stove. Sutton finishes
putting away some of the dishes.

NEDDA ,
The c¢clt'll be needing this.

SUTTON
You and Tyler...you sure spend
8 lot of time worrying about
thet colt.,
{starts for the door)
I*21 ges you later.

NEDDA
Where are you going?

SUTTON
I want to scout the aresa.
{emiles)
Army telk -~ I guess it rube of?f
on you whether you 1like it or not.

He goes out. Nedda pours the milk from the pot into a pan
and goes out with it.

EXT.STABLE -~ DAY ~ FULL

Nedda walke up to the stabdle door, carrying & pan of milk.
She opene the door snd goes in.

INT.STABLE - DAY - FULL
as Nedda ENDTIRS, Tyler is be.lingover the coli.
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- NEDDA |
?i) © I brougkt him some milk -

TYLER (looks up,emiles)
Ne needs it., Is it warm?

NEDDA
Sheuld be just about right.

Tyler takes the pan, dipe his Pingers into the milk,letting the
colt drain the milk off his fingers. The glrl studies him.

NEDDA
Where did you learn about horses?

TYLER
I grew up with them. My fathay bred
trotters as a hobby..back in Maryland.

NEDDA
Don't see many trotters out hers.
~=1 love them, the way they move.
o

TYLER '

You cught t¢ see Shem dbsing trained.
They*ll fight you, make it tough,
but cmece you have their trust you
can depend on them -——

io turns away)

Wish you could say as much for

peopls.

NEDDA (siowiy)
You've been hurt pre*ty bad haven't
you?

Tyler locks at her, risés to his Ffeet, dcesn't answer. Then he
turns, crosses 40 the wash bagin and siarts to remove his shirs.

NEDDL {comtinuing)
Paul, is there anything you
really care about?

TYLER (tight)
One thing. That stockade =~
I' never going back,

He now has his shirt off -- there ars ugly welts on his chest
and back.

50 MEDIUM SHOT -~ REDDA
She ie shcocked by whet she sees. OUR CLMERA PARS WITE HER es

-

’;/, ghe crossss to him.
N?DDA
Is that what they did ¥yo you?
TYLER

Thatus rightoo L] '4
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CONTINUED: «
NEDDA

It'g «~ It's terrible..Paul,

forgive me for not understanding.

He nods and starts to wash, as she watches hin.

EXT. NEDDA'S HOUSE -~ DAY ~ FULL

Ben, Little Joe and Hoss ride up and dismount. Ben walks up
to the front docr and knocks. There’s no enswsr. He knocks
egain; then he tries the fromt door. It cpens and he and the
boya enter.

INT ,NEDDA'S KITCHEN - DAY - FULL

For & moment, the room is empiy, eand we HEAR Ben's VOICE...

BEEN'S VOICE
Noddac..

Then Ben and the boys ENTER.

HOSS
Purny...she wouldn't have
‘gone sway without locking up.

BEN
You beoys take a look out pack.
I'11 check the siable.

LITTLE JCE
Right, Pa...

They turn and go out.
EXT.STABLE ~ DAY - FULL

as Ber walks towards the stuble door. He sicpz at'the'docr,
es he HEARS VOICES frum insilds. .

TYLER'S VOICE (0Q.S.}
I'm gorry you had %o see those
BCAYS. s, -

INT STABLE ~ DAY - FULL

NEDDA
I'm net.. 1'm glad I saw vhex.

TYLER (stuéies her}
Nedda,worry about Sutton.uot me.
AROTHER ANGLE TO IRCIULE BEN

&s he ENTERS the stable, hears ﬁhat Tyler esays. Tyler whirls,
grabe the first weapcn at hand--a pickhandle.Ben lets his kand
drop to his gun.

BEN
Put it down.
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CONTINDED:
Nedda whipe around, reascts to Ben’s presence.
NEDDA
Ben, pleasze.
BEN

I don’t have any choice, Nedda.
{(drawe gun)
I mean it now, son--~ drop that. .

REVERSE ANGLE - SUTTOR
He stands in the open docrway; holdizng Adani'e gun on Bexo

SUTTON
And you can drop thet gun. Row,
Mister!
(beat, as Ben nesitetes)
I got the drop and from here X
ain't gorxna miss.

Nedda e¥epe protectively in froat of Ben.

REDDA
Jimmy, ne--~this is Bsn
Cartwright, he's ww-

She steps in betvween Ben and Subton.Benm sees thai she’s In
the line ¢f fire.

_ BEN
Nedd&?»watch O hrnenm

Zen's attentlion is momentarily on Kedda. Tyler takes adventage
¢f that nemont t¢ swing the piock handle &t Ben frem his vlingd
side, knocking him down ernd out.

NEDDA (bending over him)
Ben'!
: SUTTON (40 Tyler)
Gocd work, palwe-

TYLER
* Good? 1 couwld have kilied himt

Tyler kneels beside Nedda.

NEDDA
He®ll ba all right, wen’t ha?

TYLER
II? 2 ]g“:‘.ieﬁ’hile aoaI hit biﬁ'\
nexd, toc hard.

SUTTON
Ben Cariwright.eh? From the
Porderosa?
(no answer)
Tyler, from the wey he was talking
he knows whe we are, Gossn't he?
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CONTINUED:

' TYLER
I5m afraid he dces.

SUTTON
Nothing to be afraid of. It's
his hard luck, not ours. Nbdda,
get away from him. _

His gun is ready, and his intentions are cleax.

NEDDA (Unable to -
believe it)
No, Jimmy, what are yor doing?

SUTTON
I said get away from him!
(Brushes her asids)
It's him or us!

NEDDA (anguished)
dimpy! You can’t!

He levels the gun. Tyler picks up Ben’s gun and faces Sutten

with it.

TYLER
Pot it down, Sutton.

SUTTON
You decide ta siart giving
crders again, Lieutenant?

TYLER
I've got no choice ~~ ycu try
killing him, you die yoursslf.

. Nedds watches, horrified; es the two men face each olher.

SUTTON
Whet's the matter with you? You
itching to have Bolton beat you
- 0 Qdeath?

A PAUSE. Tyler stands ummoving.Sutton wavers.

SUTTON
All right, you stay with him. I'm
gonna get out. Come on, Nedda =—
(as Nedde hesitates)
You'rs coming with me, aein't you?
(waite; then)
All right -- stay here with him!
See where 1t'11 get you! -

He movee quickly to the door, but pauses &as he sees
scmething in the distance.

POV - HOSS AND LITTIE JOE

coming toward the stable.

S



EXT.NEDDA'S FARM - DAY - FULL SHUT

Hosg and little Joe react as they see Subtton.

. ~ LITTLE JCE
Come on.

They start running towards the stable-

INT.STABLE -~ DAY - FULL SHOT

as Sutton weighs the situation. He hesitates. just as Ben
stexta to regain consciousness. Ben mcans, then climbs to hia
feet. Nedda crosses to him.

NEDDA
Ben; are you all right?

BEN (rubbing head)
I think 80c .o

Tylex notes Sutton®e hesitetion,; calls across to him?

TYLER
¥hat's the matter, Sutton? --—
snything wrong?

Sutton slowly turns back into the stable, & half~smile on
his lipe.

SUTTON (to Nedda)

I $hought 1t over, Nedds ~~ 1
Just couldn't leave yow. sfter
8l) -~ not with the big plene I
got for us.

\erosses t¢ her)
You and me, honey -- we'll make
a great paLr.

The girl looks up, stares at him.

NEDDA
Will we. Jinmy? =~

ANOTHER ANGLE
ag Hoes and Little Jea ENTER the stable, guns drewn.

HOSS (%o Tyler and Sutton)
Drep your guns, boys —
(they do so, snd Ben picks them up)
You all right. Pa?

BEN
Iam now.

SUTTON
Tyler here hit him before he
knew whe he was ~~ but it's ail
right now,isn't it,Mr.Cartweright?

BEN
What is it you're after?
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SUTTOR
Just a chance, that's all. Just
80 we don't have to g0 back t¢
that stockade...Mister, ihey
treatsd us 1like we were cagsd
animals.

{pulls up sleeve to reveal
¢hain mark)

I could’ve stood it. But it was ¢
for Nedde -- that's why I broke
Joose.

{to Ben)

Give us & break. You could help
us get out of the Territory. Just
a break, thet's all. Turn rs back
end it°s as good as killin'® us.

There's & moment's silence, then Hedde turns to Ben.

NEDDA
I've sean the scars they got in
that stockads.Help them, Ban =~-
you’ve got to help them!

BEN
It'e en Army matter. I don’t heve
any part in it.

NEDDA
Whet if one of them was your 8O ~—
Boss or Little Jce?

Ben tries to shrug the questlion away.

NEDD4 {continuing)
Look et them, Ben. It's nsot
that impossivle.

~ BEN ' .
If it was my son, I'd tell hin
to turn himself in.

TYLER (wryly)
To the marcies of Capbtain Bolton?

61  ~  CLOSE SEOT -~ BEN
Re wrastles inwardly with the problem. then sesms tc meke &
decision.
62 FULL SEOT
Ben turns te Sutton and Tyler.
BEN
Give me your name tags.
SUTTON

What de you want them for?
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. BEN
I'1} need them to convince
Colonel Metcalf that I've taiksd
to you and you're both ready to
surrender,

SUTTON
You mean to Bolton? -~

BEN ' ‘
I'm not meking any promiges...
I*'11 talk to Colonel Metealf --
I'11l try to convince him tec treat
you fairly.

SUTTON
You ain't got a prayer,liister --

CAMERA HOLDS on Sutton and Tyler. Slowly, Tyler reaches into
his shirt, takes off his name tag, hands it to Ben.

- TYLER .
Sutton -- do we have any choice?

Slowly, Sutton hands over his tag %o Ben.

TYLER
But one thing, Mr. Cartwright —-
if Bolton comes for us, I‘m
- not going back.

Ben looks st him, turns ¥o Hoss and Livtle Jos.

BER
Egop an sye on them, boys —-

SUTTON
Whet's the matter? -- Don’t you
trust us?

Ben looke &t him, doesn’t say anything.

HOSS
Don’t worry, Pa —- they won't ve
going anywhere,

Ber nods, exits.
DISSOLVE TO:

EXT.QOPEN GROUND -~ MED.SHOT - BOLTON
as the Cecrporal comes up to report to him.

CORPORAL (pointing off)
Ro sign of them thet way, sir.

A mountsin goat'd have troubdble
getting through some of that ground.
And even if they had made 1it,
we'd h.ve spotted trecks.
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CONTINUED:
~_ BOLTON {points off)
How about over thet direction?

CORPCRAL -
Some kind of horse ranch, Sir. -
And a dirt road that leads to it.

BOLTON (thinks, then)
Take your men thet way.

CORPORAL
Yes, Sir.

He salutes and starte off, CANERA HOLDS on Bolton.

EXT.DIRT ROAD - DAY - TRUCKING SHOT - BEN

as he rides.

CORPORAL'S VOICE
Halt!

ANOTHER ANGLE TO INCLUDE CORPORAL

39

who steps onto the road and blocks BEN. He FIRES A SHOT

in the air.

ANOTHER ANGLE ~BEN

He wheels his horsg, and is blocked from the rear by other

soldiers.

CORPORAL
Dismount.

Ben hesitates, then starts to comply.

ANOTHER ANGLE - BOLTON

as he comes into SCENE. CAMERA PANS with him, &8 he crosses

to face Ben.

BOLTON
I'm taking you into custody-

BEN
For what reason, Captain?

BOLTOR
Aiding end abetting ix the escape
of an Army prisocner.
(turns o Corporal)
Search him.

BEN
You're stepping over that line,
Bolton.
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BOLTON
You'll allcow e %o be the
Judge of that.

Ben resiets as the soldiers start tc search him, but there
are %00 many ¢f them. The Ccrporal finds Suitton's and Tyler's
stockads name tags, and hande them over tc Bolton. Bolton
smiles briefly over them; then turns on Ben.

BOLTON
Vhere are they? .

Ben‘*s expression indicates he has n¢ Lntention of answering
anything. Bolton turns to the Corporal.

BOLTOR
Which way was he coming from?

The Corperal peints down the dirt road.

CORPORAL
From the west; Sir ---

BOLTOR
They found that hele and crawled
into it. Just the wey I told you,
Corporal ~-
(indicates Ben)
Bring hin along.

The Ccrperal geatures tc Ben, who then mounts his horese.

CORPORAL {arking the order)
Detail. move out!

As the group rides off.-..
FADE OUT:

END OF ACT III

_hoT IV
FADE TIN:
INT.STABLE ~ FULL SHOT ~ DAY
Nedde ana Ty lar are near the colt’s stall. Sutton is on
one sids. Hoss and Little Joe are on guard in b.g.

TWO SEOT -~ NEDDA AND TYLER
Tyl:% looks at the cclt which gets shakily to its fest and

s 2=\
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CONTINUED:
moves about the stall.

TYLER
She's going to meke it. Funny
what a thin line separates things. -
Yesterday I wouldn®t have given
that colt much of & chance.

NEDDA '
It can be the same with a man...A
day ago, I might not have thought
you were worth saving.

TYLER
Do you think I am now?

Nedda puts her hgnd lightly on his arm.

NEDDA
You saved Ben Cartwright®s life.

Tyler looke cloesely at her.

ANOTHER ANGLE ~ SUTTON

He has eased himself towards the side of the steble, somewhat
behind Hoss. He glances thoughtfully about and spote some
team traces and halters which hang over a rafter near where
Hoss stands. little Jos turns slightly and looks et him.

LITTIE J0E
Youtd just as well sit down,
nmister.We got us & long walt.

SUTTON
I was just stretching my legs.

LITTIE JOE
Well now, you got all the kinks
out, so just sit yourself.

SUTTORN
All right, friend -- don't get
angry.

MED.SHOT - TYLER AND NEDDA

still by the stell, as Hoss moves intoc scene.

HOSS (watching Tyler)
You sure care & 1ot ebout thet
1ittle foal ==

TYLER
He doesn't have much else to
care for him ...




- 72 REAGTION SHOT - NEDDA

(A\ ehowing her growing feeling for the mern. Hoss nates this also,
—" - looks at Tyler. .

HOSS
You don't have to tell me this
if you dontt want tQ.e..
{(hesitates)
But what was it you done got .
you iante all that troublie?

TYLER
I was convicited ¢f cowardice.

Nedda Little Joe end Hoss all react. Tyler sees this, laughs
bltterly.

PYLER (continuing)
It's true -- the actual charge
read: Dereliiction of duty.refusal
%o obey a commend.cowardice in
battle °

73 ANGLE - FAVORING TYLER
E¢ hesitates & moment and then shrugs.

A~ TYLER
It wes in the border campeign

- egeinst the Apaches -- my first

'S command. The regiment was pinned
down. I was ordered tc take my
pletocn and make & flank sttvack
in the cpen. Twenty~seven men
against four hundred Apaches. 1
refused...

(veat)

Maybe it was becauss I was afraid.
All T know is that I couldn't bring
myself to lead twenty-~ssven men to
thelr deaths.

BOSS
Why'd they went you to do that?

TYLER
That®s the terrivle pari -~ 1 didn't
¥now that it was meant t¢ be a
diversionary attack. The rsal attack
wag from the other fienk. They were _
- thrown vack and half the regiment was
(\) - wiped out.
‘ (veat)
Maybe my 1life -~ and the lives of nmy
twenty-seven men could have made the
difference.
{beat}
But now I can't ever know.
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74 ANGLE - NEDDA, HOSS, LITTLE JOE.

HOSS {gently)
Fighting Indiens isn®t like any
other kind of fighting -- you
8ot to be real experienced %o
know how to flgure them devils out.

. TYLER (taut)
But I was wrong. Experienced ot not,
an ordsr was an order. It should ;
have been obeyed.

LITTLE JOE
Too bad they wouldn't give you
another chance.

TYLER (lashing et himsslf)

Why should they? -~ Any reason fo

:?;PE I'a work out better sncther
¥

Suddenly. Nedde leaps tc her feet, eyes blazing.

REDDA
That waesn't cowardice, Paul -—-
Jjust beceuse you wouldn't obey
.an idlotic ordesr and commit
suicide with all your men!

HOSS (shakes his head)
No, Miss Nedda -~ you're wrong.
It wasn't an idictic ordsy. The
Army generally knowe what it's
doing.

REDDA
Then what was it doing when it
put those scars on his back?

LITTLE JOE
You can’t judge the whole Army
by & men like Captain Bolton —-

Sutton inserts himself inte scene at this point.

SUTTON :
But, friend -~ that's the maxn
we've got to go baock fo.

LITTLE JOE
Pa prcmised he'd take care of
that, didn’t he? :

SUTTON
Your Pa’e & good man, and maybe
he's got good intentions -~ but
he never came up against anyons
like Bolton before. Friend, I
guarantee you -~ Bolton’ll kill
us both.
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- HOSS
N Mister, you're wrong.
\
SUTTON

There's cnly one way we can heat
t —~- and that’s if you fix it sc
we don't have to go dack!

HOSS
Now you kuow we can't do that ~-

SUTTON
Can't you? -~ This morning, when
I scouted the terrain, I lefi &
bugry and a coupla horsas back in
the guliy -~ all you gotite d¢ is
turn your back s courle seccntsy —-
and Tyler, me and Nedda'll disappear.

LITTLE JOE
You're wasting your dbreatl.

SUPTON _
You think a 1ot about Nedds, don't
you? Yeu want her tc be happy? All

"right -~ how 4o you think she's

gonne feel watching them take ms
back tc get killed! She's been
weiting for me all these yeanrs -~
Tell them. Nedde -~ tgll them to
let L?.S sazoe. ’

REDDA
I can’t do that, Jimmy.

SUTTON
Why not?

(looks at Tyler and the girl)
Hey == I Just wcnder whai’s been
gcing on in this sieble bagides
carin® for sick coits:...

TYLER (furious)
Wby, you ~~ !

Tyler ch&rges Sutton end nits him. Sutten fells back.

Litvie Joe and Hoss yrush 1n to bhresk up the fight, and pull

Tyler off Sutton vhoe is on the ground. In ihe meles, Sution

manages to whip Litile Joets gun out of his helster. Then ks
springe to him feet, his gun in ithe boy'e tack.

SUTTON (to Hesz)
Taks ous step my wey and I° 11
ut a hallet in hir.

HOSS
Mister, you do that and all the
bullets you got in that gun sia't
gonna stey me from squeezin' the
life cutta you.
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SUTTON
Don't you werry, friend — I'll
do it. I got nothin® to lcese now =-
Throw over your gun.

‘Frustrated, Hoss finally throws the gun on the floor by

Sutton. Cautiously, Sutton bends and picks up the gun. With
& cocky smile he gives Little Joe & shove away, then covers
them with the two guns. ' . -

SUTTON (sure of himself)
You think I was just gonne march
meek as a lamb back bto that .
peathole of a stockade?

HOSS

Don't look tc me like you're much
closer to bein® free now then you
was two minutes ago ~- unless you
figure on killin® all of ua. And
that’'d be & lotta killin® -— even
for a man like you.You got nowherse
left to run, little man.

. SUTTON
I told you -~ I got that buggy
and those horses.

(looks at Tyler,laughs)
So leng,Llieutenant -- you had
your chance.

(looks at Nedda)
You can have what'e left of him
after Captain Bolton gets through
with him.

(turns, exits)

EXT.STABLE AREA ~ CLOSE SHOT - SUTTON

ag he runs off.

INT.STABLE - TWO SHOT - NEDDA AND TYILER

She looke cut after Sutton, then turns and holds ageinst

Tyler.

He holds hex.

NEDDA
I'm gorry for him. I don't
know why -=— but I can®t help
feeling bad for him.

TYLER
I know.

EXT. STABLE -~ TRUCKING SHOT - SUTTON

as he flees. Suddenly he stpﬁs as he sees:

SUTTON'S POV
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ANGIE ~ SUTTON

An animal at bay now, he tenses, starts running in the

opposite dirsction.

ANOTHER ANGLE
4 seoond soldier suddenly locms up in front of Sutten.

SECOND SOLDIER
Ralt! :

Sutton turns to run beck again, only to face the first soldier.
He raises his gumns to fire, when suddenly a SHOT ringe out,
hit4ing him in the back. He drops on his face, the guns atill
in his hands.

4

ANGLE - BOLTON
aeg slowly he lowere his gun.Then he nods to Corporal at his side.

BOLTON
Ag you saw, Corpcral -- he was
armed and dangerous.

The Corporal remains silent, tight-faced.

REACTION SHOT -~ BEN
under guard, as he sees the killing of Sutton.

INT,STABLE - MED.SHOT - NEDDA,TYLER,HOSS,LITTLE JOE

They rush to door,look out et scene.Suddenly Nedda grabs
Tyler's arm.

NEDDA '
He®ll kill you, too ~- just
the wey he killed Sutton!
. {turns quickly to Hoss and
Little Jos)
Hosg -~ $6ll him Paul'’s gcing to
give himself up. Tell him he
doesn’t have & gun.

HOSS
I')1 tell him, Miss Nedda ~~ but
I don’t figure Bolton‘s gomna wait

long.

REDDA
Just keep him out for a mument -
that'e all I'm asking, Hoez.

LITTLE JOE
What good's that gonnae 4o?

HOSS (pulling him along)
I guess she'd 1iks to say &
privete goodbye...
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ANOTHER ANGLE - NEDDA

She waits until Hogs and Little Joe have moved out, then
grabs Tyler and starts leading him toward the xyear door.After
8 coupls of steps he pulls up shorti.

TYLER
What’re you doing.Nedda?

NEDDA ‘
The back door.We can make it
to the gully.

TYLER
No; Nedda. Don't you know Bolbon
would sheot you down just as:
quickly as he would me?

REDDA
I don't care! I love you. I want
to be with you. I'm not going teo
let them kill you.

TYLER
Would you go on loving me, if I
ran now?

EXT.STABLE - FULL SHOT
Bolten and his men edvancs on Hoss and Lititle Joe.
- HOSS
No need for you to go inm,
Captein.Tyler's comin' out to
surrender. -

_ BOLTON
Get out of the way!

CLOSE SHOT ~ BOLTON

BOLTON
Tyle:!

ANGIE - TYLER
as he comes out of the stable.
TYLER (calmly)
Here I 8, Captain.
CLOSE SHOT - BOLTOR
4 cold smile comes across his face, then his features tighten.

BOLTON
Drop your gun, Tyler.
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CLOSE SHOT ~ BEN
reacting, &s he reslizes that Boltox pians to shoot.
BEN

Captain! «- He's nct armed. He

deesr’t have a gun!
ANGLE ~ SUTTON '
Slowly he raises his face inches off the gfound. His right
hand tightens on hie gun.

ANGLE - BOLTON

He igrcres Bex, all his ettention cn Tyler.

BOLTON
I eaid, drep your gune Tyler.

He starts to draw his pishol.

REACTIOR SHOT - NEDDA

She eries out.

LROTHER ANGLE - BEN

He pulle his guard aside and slams into Belton before he
can fire. Hoss and Little Jce start tc mceve in, but the
Corporal siopes them with his rifle.

CORPORAL
Stay where ycu are!

ANGLE
88 & pair of scldiers greb Ben from behind, pirn his arms.

BOLTON (savage smile)
Cartwright, you'll be sorry you
eved interfered with the Ammy.

BEF (bitinugly)
bt you call yourself the Army!

BOLTON (as he starts to
puil ¢f his gliove)
I'm all the Army you'll ever
866~

-Ag he reises his hend t¢ hit Ben, 2 SEOT rings out. Bolton

sweys. looks surpriaed, dreps t¢ the ground, dead.

ANGLE -~ SUTTON

A crazy grin on his fece.
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CONTINUED:
SOTTON
Thatts one Indien Yrisl
you Zovgot, butcher ~-

It's his last gasp. His face hitls the diut.

GROUP SHOT -~ DAY

as each man rescts to the climax of evenis. Ben slowly tums

4¥c the Corpoeral.

| | BEN
You’d better start back to the
Port, Corporalose

The Corporal turzne tc Tyler. -

TW0 SHOT -~ TYLER AND REDDA
They are aware only of each other,

REDDA
How long will it be?

TYLER

I don't know — dut I'll nevex
run ag8ine..

FULL SHOT

Tyler takes leave of Nedda and crosses to the Corp

TYLER
Let's go back, Corporal...

CAMERA PANS to the Cartwrights.
BER
We'll look out for aer, Tyler
- until ycu get back,

As they exchange 1o0KBc..

oYy 0 A

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT iV,
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